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discussion questions | November 24, 2013

current series

Thanksgiving is right around the corner - a day America has set aside to say Thank You! Join us as we spend two
weeks exploring what it means to be grateful, first to God, and then to Others. Before we dive head-first into the
Advent season, let's slow down and remember all we have to be thankful for. When we pause to say Thanks, we find
the hidden power a life of gratitude offers us!

toda

Often ¥oday, when we say "Thank You" we really mean "I owe you". Our relationships are a constant struggle to stay
"in the black”, to keep from owing anyone. But Jesus tells us that in his kingdom, our relationships are about staying
in the red, about giving to each other. "Thank You" in God's kingdom should affirm our relationship with the other
person. We should really be saying "I love you."

scripture for further reading
1 Samuel 15:6; Ruth 2:19-20; Mark 10:42-45; Ephesians 5:20-21

discussion questions

1. What's the difference between "I owe you one" and "I love you"?

2. On ascale of 1-10, how gracious are you? Do your thank yous tend toward obligation or celebration?

3. Read Jesus' words to his disciples in Mark 10:42-45. How do his words challenge our assumptions about
gratitude?

4. How important is it for you to be "in the black" when it comes to relationships? Where do you see this struggle
in your week?

5. How will your "thank yous" say "I love you" this week? Share an example from your ledger list.
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