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Billy Idol is a punk rocker, which makes it a little strange that he’s doing a wedding song. As the 

song progresses, however, it begins to make sense. In "White Wedding", Idol is addressing his 

sister on her wedding day. But it's not an ordinary wedding day - this is a shotgun wedding. 

 

Shotgun weddings are by nature impromptu events - they’re held because a couple has gotten 

pregnant. The image comes from the father of the bride ensuring the wedding happens with a 

shotgun - he'll kill the boy who got his daughter pregnant unless he marries her. 

 

So Billy Idol is at his little sister's shotgun wedding, and he declares "It's a nice day for a White 

Wedding." Which is strange, because clearly, in this song, Billy Idol knows that his sister 

shouldn't be having a White Wedding. White Weddings are all about purity - they’re only for 

women who are still virgins when they’re married. This woman shouldn’t be having a white 

wedding.  

 

But her brother stands up and says, "Hey little sister... I don't know about you, but I think it's a 

nice day for a White Wedding. It's a nice day to start again." By demand his sister have a White 

Wedding despite the fact that she’s pregnant, Idol is flaunting the system, waving his fist in the 

face of the establishment. 

 

And lest you think this isn’t such a big deal, travel way way back in time with me to the strange 

world of May 2014. Last year, Twitter and Facebook exploded (as they are known to do), over 

the wedding of Kim Kardashian and Kanye West. The main point of controversy was that Kim - 

who became famous for a leaked sex tape - was wearing a white wedding dress. The internet 

was collectively outraged that a person like Kim Kardashian would have the gall to wear white 

on her wedding day. 

 

A shocking number of people (shocking because I still can’t figure out why anyone pays 

attention to Kim Kardashian) were outraged that she would dare to wear white to her wedding. 

Judgment and condemnation came pouring down on Kim’s social media self. If you want proof 

that we still care deeply about white weddings (and all they imply about purity), may I submit 

Kimye as Exhibit A. 

 

And yet here comes Billy Idol, singing, Hey, Little Sister. It’s a nice day for a White Wedding. 

With those few words, he's tossing out a system of measuring worth according to what you've 

done or what use someone else can get out of you. He's saying, "What you've done shouldn't 

determine your value as a person. You matter no matter what you've done. So let's have us a 

White Wedding." 

 

It's a beautiful sentiment, and just punk rock enough to fit Billy Idol's bad boy image (plus there's 

lots of black leather in the music video!). 

 

But that's not an experience that rings true for many of us. Whether it’s twitter outrage or the 

real shame usually associated with Shotgun weddings, we live in a world that doesn’t really 

believe in second chances. And forget weddings… if you consider more than just sexuality, we 
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can all relate to feeling as though we aren't good enough, that we don't deserve the White 

Wedding.  

 

Maybe it's a mistake we made a long time ago, a habit we can't kick. Maybe it's something that 

was done to us that makes us feel spoiled.  

 

Billy sings,  

 

There is nothing fair in this world 

There is nothing safe in this world 

And there is nothing sure in this world 

And there is nothing pure in this world 

 

We know exactly what he’s talking about. He could be describing us. Many of us, when we 

imagine ourselves coming before other people (let alone before God!), we feel a sense of 

inadequacy or shame. As though we have to apologize, as though we're constantly working to 

measure up.  

 

[Image: Map] Many of us are convinced (often because we've been told as much) that 

something we have done (or that has been done to us) has disqualified us from full participation 

in God's new life. That for whatever reason, we're not good enough. We're stained.  

 

So it would be wonderful if we could have a White Wedding, if someone were to stand for us 

and declare us worthy. If someone would, like Billy Idol, stand and announce that our past is not 

what makes us worthy or not worthy. That today is, in fact, a nice day for a White Wedding.  

 

This is exactly what God does for us. We've been told God will only accept us if we're white, 

pure, good enough. That mistakes keep us from God, subject us to judgment.  

 

[Scripture Slide] But turn with me to Revelation 7. The book of Revelation is a series of visions 

given to one of the early Church leaders. The visions are heavily metaphorical, and often 

complicated. I want to look at two today that are relatively straightforward.  

 

First, let's look at a vision John has of God's throne room in heaven. As John surveys all of 

creation, his eyes return to the throne room to see a representation of the whole Church, the 

whole people of God. Let's read together, beginning in verse 9: 

 

I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were 

wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a 

loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

 

Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they 

come from?” 
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I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

 

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. -- Revelation 7:9-10, 13-14 

 

John sees a huge throng of people - more than anyone could count. And they're all wearing 

white robes. Not quite a wedding dress (yet), but every single one of them is wearing white.  

 

And when John asks who they are, his guide tells him - they're those who've come out of great 

trial and they've washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

 

John is seeing a picture of the church here. He wrote the Revelation in a time when Christianity 

as a faith was only a few generations old. Especially in the area John lived, Christians faced a 

lot of persecution - John refers to it again and again in his Revelation as the "great tribulation".  

 

But the really strange part is where these Christians got their white robes from... according to 

the guide, they are their robes, but they've been washed white... in lamb's blood.  

 

As anyone who's ever tried to get a bloodstain out of clothes can tell, this is obviously a 

metaphor. We met the Lamb earlier in Revelation - Jesus is the Lamb of God whose blood was 

shed to save the world.  

 

And now we see this endless multitude, all of whom are wearing white robes because they 

washed them in Jesus' blood.  

 

In other words, their robes are white not because they never did anything wrong but because of 

what God has done for them. Their robes have been made white by Jesus' sacrificial love.  

 

That singular insight - that this people is wearing white not because of anything they've done, 

but because of what God has done for them - this is key for us.  

 

Something in us wants to push back, to object that stains are forever. That the whole point of 

purity is that it's this fragile, delicate thing and once it's tarnished, broken, tainted, it's gone 

forever. You can't put Humpty Dumpty back together again.  

 

That’s why Billy Idol’s little sister shouldn’t have a white wedding. Her dress is stained with 

infidelity.  

 

But if that’s true of her, it’s true of us too. Like Billy said, there’s nothing pure in this world. 

Maybe your sin isn’t sexual. Maybe you’re prideful. Maybe you’re greedy. Or wasteful. Or 

gluttonous. Or envious. Or wrathful. None of us is pure. None of us is whole.  
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None of us deserves a White Wedding. No matter what color our robes started out, they’re not 

white anymore.  

 

Which is why this vision is such good news for us. Because these robes have been washed in 

the blood of the Lamb until they’re white.  

 

I know that metaphor is still a little strange, but this is where understanding a minor but 

important cultural difference helps us hear the good news of this passage. In our culture, white 

symbolizes purity (and peace). In the ancient world, white didn't symbolize purity... it symbolized 

victory. When conquering armies returned from battle, they'd return dressed in white.  

 

And so here, in the Revelation, we have a countless multitude, dressed in white robes, and an 

ancient reader would have seen them as a victorious army. But John is told specifically that they 

are victorious because of the blood of the Lamb.  

 

In other words, what makes this people victorious is Jesus' death and resurrection. They bring 

to Jesus everything they've done, everything that soils them, that makes them feel shame, 

unworthiness. They bring their whole selves, their whole history, all of it to Jesus.  

 

And in his death and resurrection they find victory. They overcome. They are washed clean. 

They are dressed in white.  

 

John sees this great multitude again, a few chapters later - flip over to chapter 19. This is near 

the end of John's vision, and he's witnessing the final culmination of God's rescue of the world. 

And what John sees is that this countless multitude is getting a White Wedding: 

 

I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of 

thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and 

give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 

Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of 

God’s holy people.) -- Revelation 19:6-8 

 

The Lamb - Jesus, who was slaughtered for the world - is marrying his bride - the Church, that 

great multitude from every race, people and tribe. And she is being given a White Wedding. Not 

because she is pure, but because she's victorious. Not because of what she's done or hasn't 

done, but because of what God has done for her.  

 

To this collection of people from all throughout history, from all over the world, God says, 

“There’s nothing pure in this world. But there is something left in this world. Let’s start again. It's 

a nice day for a White Wedding. It's a nice day to start again." 

 

That still sounds strange to us because we think of purity as a perfection from which we can 

only fall. We all start in an ideal pure state and fall out of that as we grow, as we make mistakes, 

as we learn.  



5 | T o p  1 0 :  S o n g s  W e e k  6  –  W h i t e  W e d d i n g  

 

–

 

But that's not how the Bible sees perfection - perfection isn't something you start with, you grow 

into it. The term the Scriptures use for "perfect" carries the sense of fullness or completion. To 

say something is perfect is to say it's finished.  

 

In other words, perfection isn't about where you started, what you lost. Perfection is about 

where you're going, what you're doing.  

 

Perfection is about your future, not your past.  

 

When we first planned this sermon, I was going to introduce you to a new member of the 

Catalyst family named Clara. She’s been worshiping with us for a couple of months, and Clara 

wanted to stand before you and celebrate that she is taking God up on the offer of a second 

chance.  

 

Unfortunately, Clara was in a car accident a couple of weeks ago, and it’ll be a little while before 

she’s healthy enough to stand before you. (She would appreciate your continued prayers.) 

 

So until Clara is healthy enough to stand before you and celebrate her new life, I would like to 

show you this video of a woman named Michelle, who too has found a fresh start, new life, and 

victory in God’s rescue and redemption. Take a look: 

 

[VIDEO: Michelle’s Story] 

 

Perfection is about your future, not your past. It's about what comes next, not what's already 

happened. John tells us what the white robes symbolize - he says they're the "righteous acts of 

God's holy people" - which is his way of saying that those of us who follow Jesus will look like it. 

We'll be wearing Jesus like a set of new clothes. 

 

In the simple fact that we will look like Jesus. Our behaviors are those of Jesus. We act in the 

world as Jesus would, as Jesus did.  

 

[Office Space Picture] That doesn't mean that once we choose to follow Jesus we're trying to 

earn our way to Heaven, as though once we've been hired on, we have to wear the requisite 

number of pieces of flair to stay employed.  

 

No, it means that we're freed from trying to be perfect because Jesus has already won that 

victory for us. All we have to do is to come to Jesus, bring our lives just as they are, and he 

makes them white. He gives us victory. He declares that today is, in fact, a nice day for a White 

Wedding. 

 

When we get that, we become a people who declare, like Billy Idol, to the people around us that 

today is a good day for their White Wedding.  
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It’s time we stop shaming and condemning. Did you know the White Wedding tradition is less 

than 200 years old? Until relatively recently, most women could only afford one dress, so (if they 

could afford it), they bought a dress they could wear over and over, and it was almost never 

white.  

 

White wedding dresses represented wealth more than anything - they became popular in 1840 

when Queen Victoria married Prince Albert. They got another boost back in 1981 when Prince 

Charles married Princess Diana and it was televised all over the world.  

 

As recently as the 1970s, white weddings were optional, and yet in 2014, we used it as an 

excuse to hurl abuse and shame on someone none of us even knows.  

 

We can stop this. We must stop this. God loves us not for what we’ve done, but simply because 

we are. God loves them not for what they’ve done, but simply because they are.  

 

God calls us to stand with them, stand for them, not against them. We are to stand tall, just like 

Billy Idol, and declare:  

 

There is nothing fair in this world 

There is nothing safe in this world 

And there is nothing sure in this world 

And there is nothing pure in this world 

If there's something left in this world 

 

Start again, how! 

 

It's a nice day for a white wedding 

It's a nice day to start again 

 

We live in a world where nothing is pure, where everything is tainted by sin and death. If any of 

us was hoping for a White Wedding we'd earned with our own efforts, we'd be hopeless.  

 

The good news, then, is that Jesus comes to us to offer his own death and resurrection to bring 

us new life. When we accept Jesus' new life, when we make ourselves available to his 

transforming work, we become new. We are given the white robes of victory. And God begins 

the work of perfecting us.  

 

Catalyst, we can choose to be a people of second chances. A people who refuses to shame 

and blame and judge and condemn because we have not been shamed or blamed or judged or 

condemned. Imagine if we were a people known for welcoming everyone. Imagine if everyone 

in Rowlett, in Rockwall, in Wylie and Sachse and the whole metroplex knew that we are a 

people who stand tall and declare to each and every person in our lives, “It’s a nice day for a 

White Wedding!” 
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Prayer of Examen 

1. When in the last week did you live as one God has welcomed and declared victorious?  

2. When in the last week did you live in shame and guilt? 

3. When in the next week will you be tempted to live in shame and guilt? 

4. How can you live this week as one God has welcomed and declared victorious? 


