
1 | P r o p h e t s  &  P o e t s  M i x t a p e  W e e k  1  –  W h e r e  F a i t h  F i t s  

 

All Sermon Content Copyright ©2017 by JR. Forasteros – All Rights Reserved 

I was hanging out with a friend of mine this week who is an atheist. We were talking about 

religion and he leaned into me and asked, “Why should I believe in God? Would it make me a 

better person?” 

 

I answered him honestly - no. He’s an incredibly kind, good guy. He’s a great dad and husband. 

He contributes good to the world. So no, believing in God wouldn’t make him any more moral or 

better.  

 

His question points out how most of us think of religion - that what God seems most concerned 

with is making us nicer and better behaved. Which, in our busy lives, seems frankly 

unnecessary. Religion is nice, but if we have to choose something to cut out, well... it doesn't 

seem like we really need Church. We can be nice and work hard on our own. It's difficult to see 

how Jesus matters to all the rest of the stuff like our jobs and our hobbies and our kids and our 

relationships. 

 

[The pieces of our lives] Think of our lives like a puzzle. We have our relationships, our jobs, our 

hobbies, and they all fit together to build our lives. We struggle to see how faith fits. But today I 

want to suggest that’s because we're looking at the wrong picture. We're trying to put our lives 

together according to the picture our culture holds up (so no wonder there's no place for faith!).  

 

[White picket fence puzzle] The story we're taught in our culture has been pretty straightforward 

until the last few years. Go to school, get married, get a job, have 2.5 kids, buy a house and a 

white picket fence, retire. (The fact that this story is already falling apart before our eyes is a 

whole separate sermon.) This story benefits our culture. Marriages and kids make people 

predictable and predictable is profitable (this is why you get tax breaks for buying a house and 

having kids - because it's better for the government that you do so). 

 

Because there’s nowhere for faith in this picture, you do it if you were raised in that. Or if it’s 

good for your networking, maybe. But if faith is mainly about making this picture work, well… 

you just don’t need it. But God offers us a different picture, one in which faith is central. So 

today, I want to look at the two different master pictures we're given. And I want to see how, 

when we work to make our lives look like God's picture, we find that not only faith fits, but all the 

other areas of our life make more sense too. 

 

Today marks the beginning of the season of Epiphany. Since we just celebrated Christ coming 

into the world at Christmas, Epiphany is the season that celebrates the revelation of God to the 

world. Epiphany asks, Who is this god who came among us? Epiphany celebrates God’s 

nearness. 

 

Our series this year is called The Prophets & Poets Mixtape. Like the mixtapes young lovers 

used to make, we’re listening to the songs of God’s prophets and poets because such a 

powerful love can really only be expressed in song. 
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The songs today are about vocation. You have a calling, a part to play in God's world. You are 

integral to God's mission of hope and healing, and you fit here, with all of us, discerning that 

vocation together. The big picture is this: The world is God's home, and you have been invited 

to join God in making this home a beautiful place. 

 

[Scripture Slide] This is where our Prophet and Poet come in today. If you have a Bible, turn 

with me to Psalm 29. This is one of Israel's oldest songs, and it focuses heavily on God's voice. 

For a Jewish reader, this was significant precisely because of their cultural story.  

 

The Story of Israel begins with God creating the world by speaking. Genesis 1 tells the story of 

God speaking the universe into existence. God creates a cosmic Temple and the culmination of 

the whole thing is that God installs humanity as God's images in the Temple of Creation. As 

God's image-bearers, humanity is charged to be kings and priests, to rule the earth as God's 

representatives. That's the story every Israelite kids knew growing up. And they saw themselves 

as people who had a job - they were to be God's images, to look like God in the world. They 

knew when people live as God calls us to, then peace is the result.  

 

With that in mind, let's read Psalm 29. As we read, note all the various things God's voice does: 

 

Honor the Lord, you heavenly beings; honor the Lord for his glory and strength. 

Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. 

 

The voice of the Lord echoes above the sea. 

The God of glory thunders. The Lord thunders over the mighty sea. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is majestic. 

 

The voice of the Lord splits the mighty cedars; the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon. 

He makes Lebanon’s mountains skip like a calf; he makes Mount Hermon leap like a young wild 

ox. 

 

The voice of the Lord strikes with bolts of lightning. 

The voice of the Lord makes the barren wilderness quake; 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

The voice of the Lord twists mighty oaks and strips the forests bare. 

In his Temple everyone shouts, “Glory!” 

 

The Lord rules over the floodwaters. The Lord reigns as king forever. 

The Lord gives his people strength. The Lord blesses them with peace. -- Psalm 29:1-11 

 

God's voice is imagined like a fearsome storm that comes in from the sea and rages over the 

whole land. The song is noisy. God's voice cracks, shakes, strips, thunders. Now, this sounds 

pretty terrifying (especially for those of us who have lived through tornadoes and floods. But in 

this song, Israel affirms God's mastery over creation. God is strong, undeniable and unmissable. 
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But most important is that final verse: The Lord gives his people strength. The Lord blesses 

them with peace.  

 

This is the movement of the creation story: God moves chaos to order. God brings peace. God 

gives us strength to be God’s people. God gives us strength to fulfill our calling.  

 

[Scripture Slide 2] This song would have been particularly appropriate during the Exile. God's 

people had been conquered and devastated. The Babylonian Empire had crushed them, and 

Babylon was telling a bad story. In Babylon's story, their god Marduk ruled. Marduk was not a 

god of all people, but the god of Babylon. And in Babylon, the gods made humans not as their 

images to rule in peace, but as slaves to keep the gods well-fed and happy.  

 

You can imagine the kind of culture this story produced: one where the strong preyed on the 

weak, where those who had much lorded it over those who had little. And they said, 'This is the 

gods' will." 

 

Israel knew the truth - Babylon conquered not because Marduk was stronger, but because they 

had not fulfilled their vocation in the world. They refused to follow God, to fulfill their God-given 

calling, so God gave them what they wanted: life without him. 

 

In the wake of the Exile, the prophets promised again and again that even still God had not 

forgotten them. In particular, Isaiah wrote songs we today call the Servant Songs. He tells of a 

person who comes to do what Israel could not - be faithful to their God-given calling. And 

somehow, by his faithfulness, this Servant would rescue Israel from her Exile.  

 

Let's listen to this Servant Song in Isaiah 42 

 

“Look at my servant, whom I strengthen. He is my chosen one, who pleases me. I have put my 

Spirit upon him. He will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or raise his voice in public. 

He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. He will bring justice to all who 

have been wronged. He will not falter or lose heart until justice prevails throughout the earth. 

Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his instruction.” 

 

God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out. He created the earth and 

everything in it. He gives breath to everyone, life to everyone who walks the earth. And it is he 

who says, 

 

“I, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness. I will take you by the hand and 

guard you, 

and I will give you to my people, Israel, as a symbol of my covenant with them. And you will be a 

light to guide the nations. You will open the eyes of the blind. You will free the captives from 

prison, releasing those who sit in dark dungeons.” -- Isaiah 42:1-7 
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God's servant comes with God's strength (like the Psalm promises), but he is not cruel. He 

cares for even the weakest reed and the smallest flame. And the whole world waits anxiously for 

his instruction (the word there is torah - it's the way of God, the way God created us to live. 

Torah is humanity's vocation, our God-given calling!).  

 

After promising the servant, the prophet reminds us that God is creator, God not just of Israel 

but the whole world. The Servant is the one who finally fulfills humanity's calling - he 

demonstrates a fully human life to the nations. He will shine like a light for everyone - even the 

blind to see! 

 

Christians understand that Jesus is this Servant. When God became human, God showed us 

what a fully human life looks like. He showed us what faithfulness looks like. Jesus is the light 

that everyone can see, and Jesus came for everyone in the world.  

 

But that's not where the story ends. Jesus' faithfulness enables us to be faithful. When we give 

ourselves over to Jesus, when we choose to live in his story, we are made able to live into our 

vocation as well. God still calls us to be God's images in the world. To exercise our God-given 

authority and to represent God to the world.  

 

[Faith Puzzle] Our lives make sense in the context of God's calling. No matter what our jobs, we 

are called to make peace in the world. No matter what our families look like, we are called to 

represent God to others. No matter what our hobbies, we are called to be a light to those around 

us. And God gives us the strength to do this - to make peace, even when conflict is painful. To 

represent God even when we are tempted.  

 

I want to introduce you to Joni. She's been part of Catalyst for a little over a year now. And last 

Summer, she encountered God in a way that totally reshaped her story and enabled her to see 

her God-given calling. Take a look: 

 

[Joni's Video] 

 

It wasn't until Joni framed her life in terms of God's story that she understood her vocation. And 

once she did, she saw how every aspect of her life fit into God's bigger story. What I love about 

JOni’s story is that her revelation didn’t take her away from her job - it transformed the life she 

already had into something new and even more life-giving. She continues to teach, but with a 

new purpose. 

 

[The right puzzle] You were not created to retire with a nice little savings account. You were not 

created to be a cog in a machine. You were created to rule the world, to be God's image. You 

were created to show the world what their creator looks like. You were called to be part of the 

Church, part of the people of God that stretches across the world and throughout time, clear 

back to the creation of the world.  
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The first Sunday of Epiphany is the Sunday we celebrate that the whole world belongs to God, 

that God is still speaking life and hope to us all. It's also the Sunday we remember Jesus' 

baptism, when the voice of God again spoke from Heaven saying, "You are my beloved Son. I 

am pleased with you." 

 

Baptism is the sign that we have entered into the people of God. It is the affirmation that we are 

God's image and have a holy vocation in the world. So it is appropriate today, on this first 

Sunday of Epiphany, that we remember our baptism.  

 

When we parted the waters of baptism, we became the Servant God sent to the world. We 

became agents of God's recreation, given God's own strength that we might make peace in the 

world around us.  

 

Communion + Remember Your Baptism 

asdf 

 


